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STEWARDSHIP LAND RECLASSIFICATION – DISCUSSION OF SURVEY REQUIREMENTS 

This note summarises a discussion between David Griffin, Sheryll Johnson, Lorraine Sorley and 
William McGimpsey on the requirements to survey when reclassifying stewardship land. 

Where does the requirement to survey come from? 

The current definitions of land are held in the LINZ land online system. The “cadasta” is all of the 
survey information for the country which sits in the LINZ system in the form of the shapes in the GIS 
mapping system. LINZ is interested in improving the quality of the cadasta over time, which means 
doing more detailed surveys of land over time – particularly land for which we have poor data, such 
as stewardship land. 

Any land which has a legal title is also required to contain specific information which you would get 
from a survey. The legal definition of the title is subject to Surveyor-General and Land Act 
requirements. The National Survey Act sets the rules/methodology for surveying. 

Problems with the way stewardship land is currently defined 

Most stewardship land is currently poorly defined. The process undertaken when the Conservation 
Act came into force and DOC was formed in 1987 didn’t survey all stewardship land, instead 
allocation schedules were produced. These allocation schedules are diagrams certified by the chief 
surveyor. They rely on pencil lines on record maps. 

Most stewardship land is defined by these allocation schedules, although some – parcels that were 
inherited post 1987 for example – have a survey and definition. Some reserves also have very old 
descriptions.  

Stewardship land defined under these allocation schedules is not sufficiently well defined to have a 
title. A title is needed to dispose or exchange of land. 

What do you need to do a survey for? 

If land leaves Crown ownership, it needs to have the correct description in the title. This requires 
surveying. 

You don’t need a survey to change the lands description, or level of protection, if it remains in Crown 
ownership. But you would need to do a survey if the land was to be: 

• Disposed of (i.e. sold)
• Exchanged
• Split up - A recent change to the Survey Act means that if you want to split up a bit of

stewardship land, you have to survey both halves rather than just the bit you want to split
off, as it was previously.

• LINZ expectations are that there would also be some sort of unique identifier that would
enable them to find the land to publish a piece of land in the NZ Gazette.

There have been some discussions with LINZ on the level of survey required, and they have 
entertained the idea of a lighter touch survey in some situations. 

Survey costs 

Going to remote areas to do a survey is costly, but there are also issues with doing a desk-based 
survey in the office – it doesn’t produce the information you need. 
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