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Wandering albatross breeding
timetable

|t takes a year to raise a chick

— Lay in January

— Chicks fledge in the following December — February

 In one visit to the island in Jan — Feb you can
collect all the data you need



— Assess the nesting success of the previous
year's nests and band the chicks in the study
area

— Band and resight birds nesting in the study
area for mark-recapture analysis

— Mark and map all the nests
— Count the nests in the census blocks

— Sufficient data for a population model
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Mark-recapture estimates of the number of breeders
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Adult survival
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Adult female survival
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Number of recruits
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Chicks fledged
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Nesting success and productivity

—— No. of chicks

— Nesting success

- 0.8

1
o
(o)}

,.
o
~

- 0.2

1993

1995 1997

1999

2001

2003

2005

2007

2009

2011

Nesting success



Chicks fledged

Productivity
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Mark-recapture estimates of the number of breeders
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Nesting succcess (%)
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Before 2005
23 Males




_ Geolocator dataloggers




Before 2005 After 2005
23 Males 26 Males




Before 2005 After 2005
23 Females 33 Females
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Lower survival
Lower productivity
Foraging more widely

Initial decline coincident with increased
swordfishing

Decline not just caused by decreased
survivorship



